Commercial Christmas Décor

Crowd-Pleasing [lO

Stores, malls, office buildings and hotels
are among the commercial venues that
decorate for the holidays in order to
improve amployee morale and increasa
sales. These types of businesses employ
professional designers, and their instal-
lations often Insplre consumers and
foreshadow Ilooks in the general
Christmas décor industry. The following
are examples of recent installations that
reflect current trends In the commercial
side of the Christmas business.

By Miriam Furman, Contributing Editor

yer, specialty
holickay décor installation brings accolades, vis-
itors amd new business o the Brown Palace
hotel in Denwver,

A twodticred. beaded amd decorated chandelier with
more than 42500 lights is hung from the center of an
cighi-story hobby atmium the day afer Thanksgiving in the
11 3year-old hotel. Suspended by a cable from  the
stained-glass ceiling, this glittering chandelicr is made ol
flame-resistant natural scrub oak on a welded metal Prame
painted white and covered with meore than 470 pounds of
gold and silver poly-glitier.  The color of the chandelier's
bows amd odber adomments i determined by the
Debutamtes’ Committee — which has held its anneal ball
at the hotel for the past 45 vears — and becomses the dome-
imant accend oodor of all decorations thoowghout the haotel.

Below the chandelier = a 12-fc In[-|||;.:h kay :h|'|:[.' cheoorat-
el natural evergreen Christmas tree on 4 four-foot-high
|'|'i.|.|'ll..||.|r.'|: base. Fabric SWAES N the debutantes’ sclected
color are dmaped from the arches complete the look

The massive lobby decoration project featumes mone
than 12,000 lights, clusters of omaments C4,800 in otal),
wired ribbon and other decortive lems. I akes 10 hours
amndd a orew of 16 o completwe the insallation

ach Evergreen Cin's
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Brown Palace Hotel, Denver.

Evergreen's president Bob Rhodes, wiho notes that the job
attracts a crowd of onbookers eviery year

Odbhver cvenits also take place in the lobby during and
after the holiday season, giving the decorations plenty of
cxposure and the hotel plenty of business. “Aftemmoon tea
held daily during the Christmas season is booked up 10
maonthis i advance,” says Ammel Sanbens, hotel managing
director, "and prople diess up for the oocasion.” And
towands the end of January, a real, live Grand Champion
Stecr poes on display bemeath the chandelier as pant of
the: Fimale for Denver’s National Western Sock Show

The entire hotel is decormted in the same style and
color as the lobby each year and features wreaths, swags,
aml Cinly  the lobby features a live
Derver's fre codes sequire anificial foltage in the rest of
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the fFunction posoms.
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